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EASTER PASTORAL LETTER

OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Bishops,

Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers,

Venerable Brothers and Sisters in Monastic and Religious Life,
Dearly Beloved Laity in Christ of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church

O my Saviour, living and unconsumed sacrifice! As God, you
offered yourself willingly to the Father, And you raised with you
the forefather of all, Adam, Having risen from the tomb. Ode 6,
Paschal Canon

Christ is Risen!
Beloved in Christ!

As we celebrate Christ’s Pascha again amid the horrors
of a full-scale war, now in ifs third year, we enter ever deeper
intfo the great mystery of sacrifice offered by the Lord Jesus for
our salvation. The Son of God, becoming man, gives back to
the Father that which is the most precious—his lifel The
essence of Pascha's power, the only thing capable of
overcoming violence, abuse, and death, is revealed to us in
the voluntary self-sacrifice of Christ. This is beautifully stated in
the anaphora of the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great: “And
when He had descended through the Cross into Hades, so
that He might fill all things with Himself, He loosed the pangs of
death, and rose on the third day, and paved the way for all
flesh by the resurrection from the dead, for it was not possible
for the Prince of life to be mastered by corruption.”

O my Saviour, living and unconsumed sacrifice!

Today, our hearts are filed with the joy of the
resurrection of Christ, who emerges in radiance from the

BEAUKOAHE NMOCAAHHA
BAAXEHHILLOTIO CBATOCAABA

BMCOKOHpeOCBﬂLLI.eHHMM i NpeoCBALLEHHUM BAGAUKAM,

BCECBITAILLUM, BCEYECHILLUM i NPEenoAOGHUM OTLLAM,

NPenoAOGHMM HYEHUSAM i HEPHULAM, AOPOTrMM Y XPUCTi
MUPSHAM YKpdiHcbkoi Tpeko-KaToAuubkoi Llepkeu

Cnace min, XmnBa i HesakoaeHa xepTso! Sk bor, Tu cam
cebe npuHic A06poBinbHO OTLEBI, a 3 cObOot0
BOCKpecHB T NpaoTLs BCiX — AAOMQ,

BOCKPECHYBLUM i3 rpoby.IlicHa 6

KaQHOHY [Macxum
Xpuctoc Bockpec!
Aopori B Xpucril

CaarkytodmM 3HOBY [lacxy XpWCTOBY cepea >XaxiTTa
MOBHOMACLUTABOHOI BiMHU, 9KO TPUBAE BXE TPETIM PIK, MU
LLLOPA3y TAMOLLE BXOAMMO Yy BEAMKE TAIHCTBO >XEPTBM,
npWHeceHoi FoOCMOAOM ICYyCOM, CMACIHHA HALLOTO pPaAM.
Boxuni CuH, CTABLLM AIOAMHOIO, BiaAGE OTLLEBI HOMLLHHILLE

— cBoe xuttal CyTb MACXAABHOI CUAM, GKA €AMHA
CMPOMOXHAO AOAQTU HOCMABCTBO, 3HYLLLOHHS | CMEPTD,
00’ ABASETLCH HOM y AOBPOBIABHIM XPUCTOBIM

CaMOMNOXepPTsi. [MPeKPACHO MPO LEe MOBUTLCS B aHAJDOPI
Aityprii CBATOro Bacuaia BeAmkoro: «l, 3iMLLIOBLLIM Yepes3 XpecCT
AO QAY, 06O HAMOBHUTU CcOBOIO BCE, BiH pO3pILLMB BOAI3HI
CMEPTHI, | BOCKPEC Yy TPETiM AEHb, | MyTb MPOCTEAMB YCSKiN
MAOTI BOCKPECIHHAM 3 MEPTBUX, BO HEMOXAMBO BYAO, LLLOO
TAIHHS AEPXKAAO HOYAABHUKA XKM3HIN.

Crace Mmiv, XuBa i HE3AQKOAEHQA XXepTBo!

CbOroaHi HOLLI cepld CNOBHEHI PAAICTIO BOCKPECIHHS
XpUCTQ, SKMM BMUXOAMTb Y CamBi i3 rpoBy. MNopoxHin rpid
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grave. The empty fomb reveals to us the fullness of life in the
Lord to which we are called in the joy of God's children. This
joy is given to all who see in the wood of the cross the door o
renewed life in the resurrection. Because Christ, being the
living God, out of great love for us, chose to voluntarily accept
suffering, crucifixion, and death, in order to resurrect fallen
human nature with himself, and to give us eternal life in his
resurrection. By uniting with Christ crucified on the cross, we
receive the fruit of his sacrifice in the resurrection from the
dead.

In proclaiming this Paschal Mystery, the Church today
also directs us to our forefather Adam, whom Christ, in his
resurrection, frees from the shackles of hell, and reveals to us
the fruth—that for humankind life after death really exists! In
the person of Adam all humanity is depicted—past, present,
and future. The risen Christ is the one who gives meaning to
the fullness of human history, which leads from sin and the fall,
slavery and bondage, to repentance, conversion, liberation,
and salvation. In celebrating Christ's Pascha, today we reach
beyond the limits of our time and space, and enter into the
eternity of God. In the Risen Christ, we can boldly say:
“Behold, now is a favourable time, behold, now is the day of
salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).

As God, you offered yourself willingly to the Father!

The resurrection of the Son of God demonstrates that his
voluntary self-sacrifice is not the end but a new beginning of
life for each of us. Christ's voluntary death on the cross is
terrible, real, but life-giving, because it is a “living and
unconsumed sacrifice.” Indeed, we are not called to death
and nothingness but to life and joy in God. Whoever sacrifices
oneself not for the purpose of fulfilling one's own ambitions,
personal goals, or human intentions but gives oneself
voluntarily to the Father—is already risen! In this is found the
essence of every frue sacrifice—to give the Creator one’s
everything, that is, fo return to God that which is God’s
because we are the creation of his hands! That is the meaning
of human life itself: we received it as a gift from God and we
are called to return it to him alone! By sacrificing ourselves to
the Father, we complete ourselves fully in God's eternal love.
By giving ourselves we do not lose anything, but on the
confrary, we rise together with Christ! That is why we often
repeat in our liturgical services: “let us commend ourselves,
and one another, and our whole life to Christ our God.” In the
Risen Christ, the value and purpose of every human self-
sacrifice is revealed.

Today, Ukraine is a victim-sacrifice of russia’s criminal
war against our people. We offen ask ourselves: is our fight
really worth such a high price? Over these past years for what
do we sacrifice that which for us is the most precious: our sons
and daughters, brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers; our
cities and villages, our land and everything we possesse For
what purpose do we live and die foday? In response to this
cry of anguish and tears of Ukraine, foday the Risen Saviour
comes forth from the empty tomb as a ‘living and
unconsumed Sacrifice.” It is He, the Victor, who speaks to us
tfoday in the voice of fallen heroes: “We fell so that you may
live! We sacrificed our lives as an offering to God and fo youl!
In our sacrifice the Lord’s Pascha is proclaimed!” Our victory
over the enemy is as certain and inevitable as the day that
always follows the night, as the dawn of that morning when
Christ was risen, changing the weeping and tears of the myrrh-
bearers info the peace and joy of every person who today
proclaims to the whole universe: “Christ is risen from the dead,
frampling down death by death, and fo those in the fombs
giving life!”

You raised with you the forefather of all, Adam, having risen
from the tomb!

In his resurrection, Christ destroyed death and fear
before those who carry it. The Apostle to the Nations states
that it was through the fear of death that the devil held the
human race in his slavery: “Since therefore the children share
in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same

PO3KPUBAE HOM MOBHOTY XXMUTTS AIOAMHKM B TOCMOAI, AO SKOTO
DKUTTA] MM MOKAMKQHI B PAAOCTI BOXMX aiten. LLs paaicTs AQHO
BCiM, XTO BQYUTb Y XPECHOMY AEPEBI ABEPI AO OHOBAEHOIO
XKUTTA Y BOCKPECIHHI. Aake XpUCToc, ByAy4YM XMBMM Borom, 3
NPEBEAMKOI AI0OOBI A0 HAC BUPILLIMB AOBPOBIABHO MPUMHATH
CTPOXKAQHHS, XpecHe po3n’'aTTd i CMepPThb, LLLOO BOCKPECUTH i3
COBOIO BMAAY AKOACBKY MPUPOAY TA Y CBOEMY BOCKPECIHHI
AQPYBATM  HAM  XKMTTA  BiYHE. ECAHAIOYMCb _ i3 XPUCTOM,
PO3M'ATUM HA XPECTi, MU OTPUMYEMO MNAIA MOro Xeptsu vy
BOCK[ECIHHI 3 MEPTBMX.

OcniByto4M LLe NACXAAbHE TAIHCTBO, LLepKBa CbOroAHi
BKA3YE HAM TAKOX HA HALWOro MpaoTus AAAMO, SKOro
XPUCTOC Y CBOEMY BOCKPECIHHI 3BIABHAE BiA KAMAQHIB AAY, TA
BIAKDMBAE ICTMHY MPO T€, LLO XWUTTS AIOAMHM MICAS CMEPTI
cnpaBai icHye! B ocobi Aaama 300paxXeHe BCE AOACTBO —
MUHYAE, CYHOCHE i MaMBYTHE. BocKpecAmn XpucTtoc —Le
TOW, XTO AOE CEHC MOBHOTI AIOACHKOI iICTOPII, IKA BEAE BiA MPIXA
i MOAIHHS, PABCTBA | MOHEBOAEHHS AO MOKASHHS, HOBEPHEHHS,
BM3BOAEHHS TA CMACIHHS. CBATKYO4YM MNacxy XPUCTOBY, MM HUHI
BUXOAMMO 30 MEXi HALLOro 4acy TA MPOCTOPY i BXOAMMO Yy
BiYHICTb BOXy. Y XpWCTi BOCKPECAOMY MOXEMO CMIAMBO
ckaszatm: «OCb Tenep 4ac CpUATAMBMIK, OCb TEMEP — AEHb
cnaciHugy (Il Kop. 6, 2).

Ak bor, Tu cam cebe npuHic A0BGPOBIAbHO OTLEBI...

BockpeciHHs CuHa Boxoro nokasye, wo Moro
CAMOMOXEPTBA € HE KiHLEM, O HOBUM TMOYOATKOM >KMUTTH
KOXHOro 3 Hac. XpUCTOBA AOBPOBIABHO CMEPTb HA XpPecTi
CTPALLHA, AIMCHA, AAE€ XXMBOHOCHQ, 9K (OKMBA | HE3AKOAEHA
XepTBan. NOKAMKAHI-BO MM HE AO CMePTi T HeBYTTa, a AO
XUTTY TQ PAAOCTi B bo3i. XTO XepTteye COBOK He B iMm'a
30AOBOAEHHS BAQCHMX OMBILLIM YM AIOACBKMX iAEM, O BiAAQE
cebe A0BPOBIABHO OTLLEBI — TOM YyXXE BOCKpecdae. Y TOMy X
CYTb KOXHOI CMPABXHbOI XEPTBU — BIAAQTH TBOPLIEBI CBOE BCE,
TOOTO BiAAOTK Borosi boxxe, 60 mu X TBOPIHHA Moro pyk. Y
TOMY M CEHC COMOTO AIOACBKOTO XKMTTH: MOrO AK AQP MM
OTPUMOAM Bia Bora i AvLLe MomMy MOKAMKOHI MOro MOBEPHYTH.
Kepteytoum cebe OTLEBI, MM BMOBHI pPeaAisyemo cebe y
BiYHIM boxxecTBeHHIM AIOOOBI: BiaAQO4M cebe, HIHOro He
BTPOYCEMO, O HOABMAKKM — BOCKPECAEMO PA3OM i3 XPUCTOM.
OCb 4YOMY MM 4YACTO MOBTOPIOEMO B HALLMX BOTrOCAYXKIHHSX:
«Cami cebe, i OAMH OAHOrO, | BCE XMUTTA HALLE XPUCTY-borosi
BIAACHMMON. Y XPUCTI BOCKPECAOMY BIAKPMBAETBCA LLHHICTb i
META KOXHOT AIDACBKOI COMOMOXEPTBU.

CbOroaHi YKpaiHO € >XepTBOK 3AOYMHHOI BiMHKM POCIi
NPOTU HALLOFO HAPOAY. MM 4YOCTO MUTAEMO cebe: Y1 AIMCHO
BAPTA HALa 6opoTbba TAKOI BEAMKOI LHMZ B iMm’'s 4Oro mm
BXKE KOTPUM PIiK LLLOAHS BIAAGEMO HAMLUIHHILLE, O MAEMO:
HOLIMX CHUHIB | AOHBOK, ©paris i cectep, BATbKIB | MaTEPIB,
HALLI MICTO i CeAQ, HALLY 3eMAEI0 TA BCE, LLLO MOCIAQEMO? B
iM'l HOro HOM BAPTO XMUTU | BMMPATUZ Y BIAMOBIAb HO LEM
KPMK GOAKD | CAi3 YKpQiHM BOCKpPeCAMM CnacUTEAb HUHI
BUXOAMTb i3 MOPOXHLOTO TPOBY 9K (OKMBA | HE3AKOAEHA
xxeptean. Lle BiH, Mepemoxelb, HUHI MPOMOBASE AO HAC
FOAOCOM MOAETAMX FepoiB: «MM MOAITAM, LWLOO BU XMAMI Mu
MOKAQAM CBOE XXMTTS, LLLOO AQTU Moro borosi 1 Bam! Y HaLwuin
XepTsi — MNacxa FfocnoaHah. Hawa nepemora HoA BOPOrom €
TAKOKO > TMEBHOK | HEMMWHYYOMD, K AEHb, LLLO 30BXAM
MPUXOAMTL HO 3MiIHY HOYi, 9K CBITAHOK Mepeas PAaHKOM
BockpeciHHa XpWCTOBOrO, LWLO MEPEMIHMB MAQY | CAbO3M
MMUPOHOCULL HO MUP | PAAICTb KOXHOI AIOAMHU, KA CbOTOAHI
3BiLLLOE BCECBITOBI: (XPUCTOC BOCKPEC i3 MEPTBUX, CMEPTIO
CMEPTb MOAOAQB, | TUM, LLLO B TPODAX XXMTTA AQPYBOBM.

... 3 coboto BockpecuB Tu MpaAoOTLUS BCiX — AAGMQ,
BOCKPECHYBLLIM i3 rpOBy

Y CBOEMY BOCKPECIHHI XPMCTOC 3HULLUMB CMEPTb i
CTpOX nepea il HOCIIMM. ANOCTOA HOPOAIB CTBEPAXYE, LLLO
CAME CTPAXOM MEPEA CMEPTIO AMSIBOA TPUMOB Y CBOEMY
PABOCTBI AOACBKMIA PIA: «A LLLO AT OYAM YHOCHUMKOMM TIAQ i
KPOBMK, TO M BiH MOAIBHO y4yacTb y ToMy OpaB, LLOO CMmepTio
SHULLMTK TOTO, XTO MOB BAOAY CMEPTH, TOOBTO AMABOAQ, i
BU3BOAUTU TUX, LLLO X CTPAX CMEPTU BCE XMTTA TPUMMOB Y
pabcTeiy (€Bp. 2, 14-15). Tocnoab POA3 i HAO3OBXAM 3HMULLIMB



things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery” (Heb. 2:14
-15). The Lord destroyed this fear once and for all, destroyed the
power of the devil, the bearer of death, and that is why we call
out to him today: My Saviour!

Today Ukrainians sense that in the third full-scale year of a
ten-year war, which, in fact, has been going on for centuries, the
time has come to destroy once and for all, in Europe and the
world, the realm of deathly fear, carried by the insatiable Russian
slavemaster and colonizer, to destroy the rule of those who for
centuries kept in this slavery to fear our people and other
enslaved nations. Today in Ukraine, the one who rains death
onto the field of life is losing power. The power of Christ's Pascha
put an end to the power of the devil, the author of slavery,
insolence, falsehood, and violence. Indeed, in Christ we
voluntarily give ourselves to the Father as a living and life-giving
sacrifice. Today in the Paschal Victory the pascha of Ukraine is
fulfiled. Today, Christ rises in our struggle against evil, in our
efforts, in the flesh and blood of our people, in order to raise up
humanity of the third millennium and give hope to the world - for
in Ukraine, Christ is Risen!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! On this radiant day, one
of victory of life over death, good over evil, truth over falsehood,
| urge you to abide in the faith, hope, and love that the Risen
Lord brings us. In the joy of the Resurrection, | greet our military
heroes, sons and daughters of Ukraine, who defend us at the
frontlines, are ready to sacrifice everything out of love for their
land and their people. We believe in your God-given strength,
we revere your resistance to evil, over which we shall inevitably
prevail.

| greet all those who have suffered from the war—
physically, materially, morally. Let today’s feast above all feasts,
and festival of festivals, be for you a balm in your suffering. In a
special way, | embrace with my paternal love the families of the
fallen, expressing my personal gratitude and the gratitude of all
God's people to you, as you bear in the depths of your heart the
indescribable pain of losing your son or daughter, brother or
sister, husband or wife, father or mother. | embrace the
wounded. You carry the seeds of resurrection together with
Christ, for He too carried the wounds of the crucifixion on His
hands and feet. May the joy of Pascha pave the way to your
physical and moral healing. To the families of our prisoners and
those missing in action, who are celebrating Easter tfoday in
tears, | express my compassion, support and prayerful closeness.
To all those who have been deprived of their homes by the war
and expelled from their hometowns or villages, to all internally
displaced persons, and to all those who found femporary
sanctuary outside their homeland, | wish you spiritual comfort
and confidence, that where the Risen Lord is, there we are
always at home.

| embrace all children, adults and the elderly, men and
women—and my wish for you is that in sharing the Easter
basket, you may experience profound joy, God's
mercy and blessings. | embrace with a fatherly love ¢
all the volunteers and workers involved in works o
of charity, our clergy, religious, and faithful in )
Ukraine and throughout the world, and |/
sincerely wish you all a blessed Easter feast, a
tasty sharing of our fraditional blessed egg, I
and a Paschal joy that is full of light.

The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus \
Christ, the love of God the Father, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you alll )

Christ is risen! Truly, He is risen! \

Given in Kyiv at the Patriarchal Cathedral of

the Resurrection of Christ, on the Feastday of

the Annunciation of the Most Holy Theotokos
March 25, 2024 A.D.

LLeM CTPOX, 3PYMHYBAB BAQAY AMABOAQ, HOCIS CMEPTI, | TOMY
Mu oro kamyemo cboroaHi: «Mim Cnaceln.

YKPQIHLI MQIOTb HWHI BIAYYTTS, LLLO HO TPETbOMY
MOBHOMOCLUTOBHOMY  POLL  AECATWMAITHBOI  BiMHKM,  gKA
HOCMPABAI TOMBAE CTOAITTIMM, HOCTOB CAYLLHWIKA YOC PA3 i
HQ3ABXAM 3HULLIMTK BAGAY CTPOXYy €BPOMU i CBITY Nepea
CMEPTIO, WO ii Hece HEHACUTHUM  POCIHMCbKMM
KOAOHI3ATOP, — 3HULLLUTK BAGQAY TMX, XTO TPMMAB Y PAOCTBI
LLbOrO CTPAXY HALL HOPOA TA iHLI MOHEBOAEHI HAPOAM.
CbOroaHi B YKpdiHi BTPOYOE BACAY TOM, XTO Ci€ MNPOCTIp
CMEPTI cepea NPOCTopy XUTTa. Cuaa Macxm XpucToBoi
MOKAQAQ KPOM CUAI AMSBOAQ, ABTOPA PABCTBA, 3yXBAAOCTI,
OpexHi M HOCKMABCTBA. | came MM B XPUCTi BIAAJEMO cebe
AOBOPOBIABHO OTLLEBI B XKMBY | XXMBOHOCHY XepTBY. HuHi B
NACXAAbHIM Mepemosi aoBepLlyeTbcs Nacxa  YkpdiHu!
XpUCTOC BOCKpecdae B HALiM 60poTbdi NpoTM 3AQ, Y
HALUMX 3YCUAASX, Y TiAl TQ KPOBI HALLOIo Hapoay, LWob6 i3
CcoBOI0  BOCKPECUTM  AIOAMHY TPETBOTO  THUCHHOAITTA i
AQPYBATK HAAjIO CBITOBI — 60 B YKpPAiHI XpMUCTOC BOCKpEC!

Aopori B XpucTi 6paTra i cectpu! Y Len CBITAMM A€Hb
NEPEMOTU XUTTA HOA CMEPTIO, AODPA HAA 3AOM, MPOBAM
HOA HEMPOBAOKO 3AKAMKOIO BAC BMEBHEHO NepebyBaATH Yy
BipI, HOAII Ta AOGOBI, fKi HOM MNPUHOCKUTL BOCKPECAMM
focnoab. Y paaoCTi BOCKpPECiIHHS BITAKO HALLMX BOIHIB-
repoiB, CHWHIB i AOYOK YKPQIHM, fKi 3AXMLLAIOTb HOC HA
AOPOHTI M FOTOBI XXEPTBYBATU YCiIM 3 AIOBOBI AO CBOET 3E€MAI
TAQ PIAHOTO HAPOAY. MU BiPUMO Yy BALLY B BO3i cUAy, mu
LIHYEMO BALLY CTIMKICTb MEPEA 3AOM, HOA AKMM HEMUHYYE
3A00yAEMO NepeMOTy.

Bitalo BCiX, XTO MOCTPOXAQB BiA BiMHWM — DI3KYHO,
MATEPIAABHO, MOPAAbHO. HEXam HUHILLHIM MPA3HWMK HOA
NPA3HUKAMM | TOPXECTBO BCIX TOPXECTB  CAYrye
BOAB3AMOM  AAS  BALLOTO TepniHHA. Oroptal  CBOEIO
OATbKIBCKOIO AOOOB'IO POAMHU  3ATMOAMX. BUCAOBAIOIO
BAM OCOBMCTY BAJYHICTb i BASHHICTb BCbOrO BOXOro Atoay,
aAXe B TAMOMHI cepusd BM BiAYYBAETE HEBUMOBHMM OiAb
BTDATM CMHA YM AOHbKM, OPATA YM CECTPU, MYXA 4
APYXMHK, ©6aTbka 41 matepi. OBIMMA0 NOPAHEHUX. Bu
HOCUTE HACIHHS BOCKPECIHHS PA30oM i3 Xpuctom, 60 BiH
TEX MOB PAHWU PO3N'ATTA HA PYKAX TA Horax. Hexaw
MACXOAbHQO PAAICTb MPOCTEAUTL BAM AOCPOTY AO CPI3MHHOTO
i MOPQOABHOTO 3LAEHHS. YCIM PIAHUM HALLUMX MOAOHEHMX i
3HUKAMX BE3BICTH, 9Ki CbOTOAHI B CAbO3OX CBATKYIOTh [TaCXy,
BUSBASIO CBOIKO YBArY, MATPUMKY i MOAMUTOBHY OAM3bKICTb.
YCim, KOro BiMHAO NO3BABMAQ AOMIBKM TA BUTHOAQ 3 PIAHOTO
MICTQA 41 CEeAQ, BHYTRILLHBO MEPEMILLLEHMM OCOBAM i TUM,
XTO 3HAMLLIOB TMMYQCOBKMM MPUTYAOK MO3A BATHKIBLLLMHOLO,
BOXAK  AYXOBHOI pPO3PAAM TA BMEBHEHOCT, LWLO A€
BOCKPECAMM [OCMOAb, TOM MM 3ABXAM BAOMA.

OBIMMaIO BCIX: AITEMN, AOPOCAUX | MOXMAMX BIKOM,
YOAOBIKIB i >XIHOK—i 3M4y BAM, LLLOD, AIASHMCb CBAYEHWM
HOLLOrO BEAWMKOAHBOTO KOLLMKQ, BM  BIAYYAM TAMOOKY
PaAICTb, BOXY MUAICT i BOAQrocAoBeHHs. BOAOHTepIB i
NPALIBHWKIB HALLMX OACTrOAIMHMX OPraHi3auiM, Halle
AYXOBEHCTBO, HALLIMX BOronoCBaYeHmx ocib i MUPSH

B YKPQiHi TGO HA MOCEAEHHSX  Oropraio
\ 6aTbkiBCbkOlO  AlOGOB'10.  LLnpo 6Gaxaio Bam
~  OAQrOCAOBEHHMX BEAMKOAHIX CBST, CMQOYHOrO
CBRYEHOTO AMLLA TA CBITAOT MOCXAABHOI PAAOCTI!

bAaroaatb BOCKpPECAOro [locnoAd HALLOMO
lcyca Xpucta, aobos bora OTug i mpu4acTs
CBatoro Ayxa Hexamn ByayTb 3 yCima sBamu!

XpucTtoc Bockpec! BoicTuHy Bockpec!

AaHo 8 Kuesi,
npwv MNaTtpiapLuomy cobopi BockpeciHHs
XpUCTOBOTO,
Yy A€Hb bAaarosiLLeHHs MNMpecesToi boropoamui,
25 6epesna 2024 poky boxkoro




2024 PASTORAL LETTER
OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

To the Reverend Fathers, Religious Sisters,
Venerable Monastics, Seminarians, & Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

“Peace be with you! ... put your finger here and see my hands, and
bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but
believe.” (John 20:26-28)

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!
Dearly Beloved in Christ!

In the midst of the joy of the Resurrection, the Evangelist John presents
us with the encounter of Thomas and the Risen Lord. (Jn. 21:24-29)
Thomas could not accept the good news from the other disciples, who
told him they had seen the Lord. Thomas had witnessed the tragedy of
the last several days in Jerusalem, which ended with the death of Jesus
on the cross. How could anyone hold out for a better conclusion to the
final days of Jesus? If Jesus could not save himself, how could his
followers expect him to bring salvation to them?

As we enter into the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, many
will find it difficult to feel joy in this feast day, even questioning where
is salvation for this world in which we live today? This past February we
marked the tragic anniversary of the war in Ukraine. How many of our
brothers and sisters have fled their homes, uprooted their lives, and
tragically died due to the cruelty of an unprovoked war? After initial
promises of help, it seems Ukraine will be left to defend itself against
uneven odds. With this background of war in Ukraine, Gaza and
elsewhere throughout the world, it will be difficult to sing with joy: “Let
God arise and let his enemies be scattered, and let those who hate him
flee from before his face.” (cf. Easter Matins)

Although Canada is not at war with any outside nation or political
force, we see battles being fought in our parliament and in our
hospitals and care homes, for the protection of life from conception
through to natural death. More effort is seemingly being made through
abortion and MAID to end life, rather than to support and nourish it,
especially in its most vulnerable states. In place of a culture of life, we
face a culture of death. How hard it will be to sing: “Christ is risen from
the grave, as He foretold, granting us everlasting life and mercy
without measure.” (cf. Easter Matins)

MACTOPAJIbHE NMOC/TIAHHA
YKPAITHCbKUX KATO/IMLIbKMX ENUCKONIB KAHAOU
HA CBIT/IUA NPA3HUK BOCKPECIHHA rOCNOAHbOrO

31 BEPE3HA/5 TPABHA 2024 POKY

BceyecHi wnm oTuam, npenogoo6H

ceMi HapucTtamM, O6paTtamM Ta cec

Xpmctoc Bockpec! BoicTuUuHY
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Ynwb6neHni y Xpwucrti!

Cepepg pagocTi Bockpeci HHSA €BaH
3ycamioe Toma 3 Bockpec Ru:24-29). @AIR0 4 («
He Mir npuvuiesmuy gebpyi HWUXx YUuHI
wo ©OGauyuwunwn Tolvoac nGoyagea . C B M A K & MO T EREHIH i
Ki NbKOXpyHKiagmusBRiK,i HHKM Nacsa cMepTIo
YUnx Tocb Mir Y e3KaaBTeup LU [ & 19,0 TOOC T @ H H i
Akwo Il cyc He Mir B PrsiOTCY/Bi 8T OVBCHAN K 018
cnopgiBaTmncda, WO BiH npumHece T M C
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XnpemMomPynoro nAKWTOFro MW Bi A3HAayal
B YkKkpaiHIi. CpanbBEMi HaERBXEpP NOKMWU
Bl pBanwmu cBOI XNTTSA 3 3AOPHYARA M Y
XOPCTOKIi CTb HecnpoBOKOBaHOI Bi I
LonoMor u, CXo0Xe, YKpai Hi 6 eo BBEHAMEXT
waHCci B Ha TnilaBiiimm B Y KHAUAMIXH iK,|
BaxXkKo cniBartTwHeax aip ampiodmwp.g Cc Hie H
po3nopowaTtTbcAa Boporu Woro, i H
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JepXaBow NONi TUYHHOW CUNOIO, M U 6
napnameHTIi , Yy OWalWMHX as/ki KialH sIXo gie i
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XNTTHA MU CcTUKaeMoOCHa 3 KY NCMiyBaoTH
«<Xpmcrtoc BocCckpec i3 rpoby, Ak i
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The celebration of Easter occurs traditionally in our churches and
then continues in our homes. How do we celebrate in our homes
with our families, when we see social support for family life waning?
For many there will be little festive joy if there are no jobs to provide
income, and little revenue to pay the utility, medical and grocery
bills. And then there is the increasing number of people who have no
homes and must live on the streets. It will be difficult to pray at the
blessing of our Easter baskets: “For You are our true food and the
Giver of all good things which You yourself bless and sanctify ...”. (cf.
Blessing Easter Food)

So how did the Apostle Thomas resolve his dilemma of faith? What
led him to profess his belief in the Lord Jesus? Thomas is given the
opportunity to encounter at the same time the one and the same
Jesus, who was both crucified and who had risen from the grave. In
another words, the Resurrected Jesus is the same Jesus who suffered
on the cross. By allowing Thomas to touch his wounds, Jesus shows
him that suffering and Resurrection are intertwined. The
Resurrection does not eliminate all suffering, rather it gives meaning
to suffering and makes it bearable even in the worst of times. And
thus, we have hope!

Dearly Beloved in Christ!

Our joy in the Risen Christ is not a joy that eliminates the troubles
and pain in this life. Rather, Jesus suffered, died and rose from the
dead out of love for us, giving us a foundation of hope in the midst of
our trials. In providing Thomas an opportunity to reinforce his faith,
Jesus first says to him: “Peace be with you!” This is the same divine
peace that the Risen Lord offers to all of us in celebrating his
Resurrection, even in the midst of our trials and tribulations.

Although we will not have the same opportunity as Thomas did to
touch the painful wounds of Christ, Jesus certainly thought of us
when He told Thomas: “Blessed are those who have not seen but
believed.” It is this same belief in the Risen Lord, that has been the
foundation of our Ukrainian nation since the time of its baptism, over
a thousand years ago. It is this same belief in the Risen Lord, that has
sustained our pioneer Ukrainian settlers since their arrival in the
Canadian wilderness over one hundred years ago. And it is this same
belief in the Risen Lord, that has enabled so many of our people to
find hope in their lives, burdened with health issues, family strife,
and economic hardships in this land of plentiful blessings.

This Easter season it is our fervent prayer that all will find hope and
joy in the Resurrection of the Lord. Let us take to heart the prayer
found in the Resurrection Matins: “Come, all you faithful, and let us
bow to the holy Resurrection of Christ, since through the cross, joy
has come to all the world. Ever praising the Lord, let us extol his
Resurrection, since He, having endured the crucifixion, has destroyed
death by his death!” (cf. Easter Matins)

May the blessing of the Risen Lord descend upon you this Easter
season and bring you the hope and joy that is so much needed in our
world today.

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!
+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM

Metropolitan Archbishop of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg
+ David Motiuk

BennkopgHa Tpapgwnuyi i
NPOAOBXYETHLCSHAA 1B MIa WK R A
BAOMa 3 HallmMKO /PO 4 MK aNma,yunmo,
ni aoTppmgEgarHmadbwae? Ana 6GaraTbox
pagocrTi, A K Wo HUp 6 63RO c PO GWA MB H
NpoXWBi@mHWRIAN AO0XiI A4 ANA ONUMETEM YKHNM
paxyHapBpgGapOm@myKTU. KpikM NTbari ac,T b3 P

CBATKYBaHHA
anoTi M

o)
10
w

6
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Bishop of the Eparchy of Edmonton €+I15:1a£)“>|(5 a E p,'q '\;
+ Bryan Bayda, CSsR €Enapx TopoHTO
Bishop of the Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada +MuxaiinoK B 9 T K
+ Michael Kwiatkowski €Enapx Hw BecTwmi
Bishop of the Eparchy of New Westminster +MuxainoCmMoO ni H
+ Michael Smolinski, CSsR €Enapx Cac
Bishop of the Eparchy of Saskatoon +AHZPIAP a 6 i
+ Andriy Rabiy ENMWCROMI YHMUK
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archeparchy of Winnipeg +MuxaiinoBi B Y a
+ Michael Wiwchar, CSsR Enaepmepunt C
Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Saskatoon +Ctenan X Mi n
+ Stephen Chmilar i
Bishop Emeritus of the Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada Cnapmeput TopoH
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SACRMENTS RECEI VED

First Solemn Communion
March 24, 2024

May the peace of Christ fill your hearts, and may His blessings guide you throughout your lives.
Congratulations!

Liliia

Anastasiia

AMaksym :

N LV
Kostiantyn

>y, BAPTISMS CHRISMATION

Dominik Konovalov February 3, 2024

Lukas Buchak February 3, 2024
Anna Kovalchuk February 9, 2024
Arthur Jansen February 24, 2024
Kendra Vandenhoven March 30, 2024
Susant Pant March 30, 2024

Julie Squires

FU N ERALS Our sincere condolences to the families and friends of the :
deceased. Praying that God gives you His peace, comfort, . |
courage, and lots of love during this time of sorrow.

+Trudy Cain January 8, 2024
+Oleksandr Dovchenko February 14, 2024

May God grant her soul repose in the land of the living, in the place of light,
where all the saints and righteous have their rest, and may her memory be
eternall Vichnaya Pamyat!
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The Symbolism of the Easter (Pascha) Basket! &
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The Easter Basket is more than simply delicious food. It is meant to serve as a reminder and teaching on the Feast of all Feasts; Pascha
(Easter). Our celebration becomes much richer when we keep these teachings foremost in our minds. Spend time each year with your
family talking about what is in your basket, reminding yourselves of the depth of God’s love and the significance of this day.

X

Paska: is a large, round, elaborately decorated loaf of bread. It symbolizes our Lord Jesus Christ, the “living Bread” Jn. 6:51 who
“came down from heaven to give life (eternal) to the world”

Babka: is a tall, sweet, delicate bread, in honour of Mary, the Mother of God (Theotokos — literally means God bearer), who was
intimately connected with her Son’s birth, suffering and death.

Eggs: are a sign of hope and resurrection. Jesus comes forth from the tomb as the chick breaks the shell at birth. Pysanky are the
eggs, beautifully decorated with symbols which were derived from nature in pre-Christian times. These symbols were eventually
adapted to Christian meanings. Krashanky are the eggs dyed one colour. In ancient times Krashanky were dyed only red
symbolizing Christ’s blood.

Grated Beets: remind us of Christ’s passion and suffering. They too remind us of His blood shed for us. They are often mixed
with horseradish.

Horseradish: symbolizes the bitterness of sin for which Christ died and rose. It also reminds us of the bitterness of Jesus’ passion
through which He entered into glory.

Dairy Products: remind us of the “prosperity and peace” of the Messianic times which had been foretold by the
Prophets Isaiah 7:22; Joel 3:18 Metaphorically, the milk and honey in the Bible signify wealth, especially the spiritual wealth of
God'’s kingdom.

Butter is symbolic of burial ointment. It is often shaped into a lamb (Christ is the Lamb of God John 1:29) or decorated with
whole cloves or peppercorns in the form of a cross.

Cottage cheese, bland in taste, reminds us of the need for self-control and moderation which we should cultivate in our daily
lives.

Salt: is a reminder of the commitment to follow Christ: in His words “You are the salt of the earth”

Meat products: symbolize the sacrificial animals of the Old Testament, foreshadowing the true sacrifice of our Savior, who
became “a Lamb of God, taking away the sins of the world” Jn. 1:29. It is also symbolic of the great joy and abundance of Easter
(Pascha).

Kobassa and Ham are generally the meats that are included.

Beeswax candle: is placed in the basket and lit during the blessing celebration. It is symbolic of Christ, “the Light of the World,”
who brought us the glorious good news of the New Life.

Rushnyk: (cover) This embroidered cloth reminds us of Christ’s shroud and of our baptismal robe ‘kryzhma’. Being cleansed with
the baptismal waters, we celebrate the joy of New Life as we put on the ‘kryzhma’. The basket should be lined with an

embroidered rushnyk, or a white napkin. It can also be adorned with green periwinkle, pussy willows and spring flowers which
also symbolize new life.




BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND KOFC
Calgary’s iconic ™ WINE
Dueling Piano Kings =« | N/ RAFFLE

Signature wines of Europe
Ukrainian PUb FOOd - ten bottles - over $400

value. Only 600 tickets.

Cash bar p $5 per ficket or $10 for 3

. - tickets. Draw on April 4,
$60/Ticket . ~ 2024,

" Proceeds fo support our
activities in the

Parish. Tickets available
from any K of C member.

TICKETS:
Call St Stephen's office at 403-249-4818 ext. 0

proceeds

- i 3 t § S
Cash, e-transfer, credit cards sou:r:it::::r at St STepHén Protomartyr KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
E-transfer : Email  : office@protomartyr.ca Newcomers Ukrainian Catholic Parish Hall St. Basil's Melkite Greek

Question: April fundraiser Catholic Church

: A 4903 45 St SW, Calgary
Answer : PUbNight2024 Bottles and Cans Fundraiser

To Support our St. Basil Building

Jesus Prayer 33
The challenge starts on April 16, 2024!

Weekly meeting on Tuesdays at7:00 pm

In-personat St. Stephen’s church on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm MT

Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”
The Jesus Prayer, also know as “The Prayer of the Heart" is an ancient and beautiful

prayer of the Christian East. Repeated many times consecutively, it is a prayerwhich DIFFERENCE

allows us to stand in the presence of the Lord, focusing on Him and asking for His mercy. =1 7th

This prayer has been an incredible guide for many people as they come to know the Sunday’ Apr“ 7

Lord and a true weapon for engagingin spiritual combat. 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

We hope that you willjoin us in this challenge

Drop your empty Bottles and cans in the
i ilable near the ct I

PRAYER Registration is currently open. Bt Yop S Lok BArsiitg e

Numbers are limited.

Please register ASAP on: hitps://tinyurl.com/2eudwe32
If you have any questions, please email Arlene : arlenejfranko@gmail.com

Your generous contribution will
help us continue our mission.
Thank you for being a part

of our journey and for positively
impacting St. Basil's Church.

Please note that content for the JP Challengeis presented in videos and written
mot;eriotl. Parficipants should have access to e-mail to receive weekly course
content .

Calgary, AB

’
0 ST STEPHEN'S UCWLC
-
% SCHOLARSHIP for $1000
A 1 -
celebrating the 60th anniversary of the 9, 3 Ha20du 60-piyys 818 3aCHYBAHAS nggh tTecr)Zng.ror:fdéZL:g?w;:r (l § Ws §t4 S:’ees;e(:lli
Shevchenko Foundation | Lileavenxiaceoi gyHoayii UCWLC Member who will be attending an
. o, - . - undergraduate Post Secondary program.
Annn.um:ln.gthe Shevchenko Foundation s 4th Annual Oronowyemo 4-ii WopiuHWiA KOHKYpC HMTﬂ‘-WIX (E.g.) University, College, Apprenticeship,
Children’s Bookmark Contest encouraging a new oﬁ”ﬁ"’;ﬁ‘:‘qm i ::::aro " Technical School or Specialized program
generation of visual artists and philanthropists P P Ll Al - (Cosmetology, Hairdresser, Secretarial, efc....)
YOU ARE ELIGIBLE!
DEADLINE PE""EHEL“’ +Include aresume and a reference letter
April 15,2024 15 KBiTHA 2024 p. +Reasons for the choice and location of the
Post Secondary School.
Children up to the age of 14 are invited to enter an 3anpolyemo aitei Bikom 40 14 pokis CTBOPUTI sInclude a description of your Parish
original bookmark interpreting Taras Shevchenko's 0puriHanbHy 3aKknafky Ha sKiid 306paxeHo ManboBHUYE c it d School Invol t !
description of a Ukrainian village in his poem “Knyazhna". ceno, onucaHe y noemi Tapaca Lesuerka «KHaxHa». emmunity and school involvement .
«Explain your Financial Need to receive this
One bookmark per province will be randomly selected to Haropogy B cymi $25 oTpuMae 01H NepeMoxeub y scholarship.
win a cash prize of $25. Winning entries will be posted on KOXHIFA nposiHLii. 3aknaakn nepemoxuis 6yayTe «Submit to Scholarship Committee c/o
the TSF website and social media. BUCBITNEH] Ha KOMYHIKaUiiHUX Mepexax GyHAaaul. nettiekost@gmail.com
And with every bookmark, you help raise funds for TSF. | 3 KOXHOI 3aKNAAKOK NiATPUMAETe QyHAALID. *Deadiine is May 14, 2023
Nicola Institutional will donate $10 for every bookmark Nicola Institutional xepTeye $10 LesueHkiscbKiit 3 ATl e . £ Benedi
submitted in celebration of TSF's 60th anniversary! $yHAaUIl 33 KoXHY 3aknagky 3 Haroaw 60-o0i piuHKui! Joinus Sheehggst{)}krzai‘:rﬁan \E)\Il:rn;;iizm. Decich FEATURING MEMBERS FROM
Axios Men's Ensemble
X ¥ Pro Coro Canada
. ) X 2 \ )| Soloists from Ukraine and North America
For all details Bci getani Ha . s ¥ Michael Zaugg, Conductor
scan the QR code Beb-CTOpiHL 33 UKRAINIAN WORLD PREMIERE
or visit our website nocunaHHAM abo

\ April 13,2024 at 7:00 p.m.
| Edmonton, AB

April 14,2024 at 3:00 p.m

H! F| rJ N ]COLA BiACKaHyiiTe KO,

www.shevchenkofoundation.com/ e INSTITUTIONAL www.shevchenkofoundation.com/ E IEM
creative-opportunities FOCHOGRTION, creative-opportunities

BY TWO-TIME GRAMMY® NOMINEE BENEDICT SHEEHAN

) TEMERTY J 3 Shevchenko
& rounpamion | A Foundation




